Mrs. Atterberry
Link Crew Leadership Room 330

“Be the change you want to see in the world.”     Gandhi
Course Foundation

James C. Hunter’s book, The Servant, is the foundation for this class.  He writes that leadership begins with will, our unique ability as humans to align our intentions with our actions and behavior choices.  With the proper will, we can choose to love, which is about identifying and fulfilling the needs, not the wants, of those we lead.  When we meet the needs of others, we will be called upon to serve and even sacrifice.  When we serve and sacrifice for others, we build authority or influence.  When we build influence and authority, we have then earned the right to be called a leader.  It is within this framework that will work throughout the year to develop student experience, the growth of communication skills and build strong relationships.  Emphasis is placed on helping ninth grade and new students find success in high school.  Students will learn skills necessary for effective mentorship, event planning and implementation, evaluation and self reflection.
Classroom Expectations

Unlike many classes, this class will work together during the first week of school to establish a shared criterion of behavior.  This leadership skill, working together for a common goal, is an important one.  After these are developed, they will be posted on the wall as a class contract.  It is important to remember that, like all the other Link Crew Leaders, the students in class have signed the code of conduct that was returned with the application last spring.  Students are expected to abide by these expectations, and if there is a severe infraction, removal from Link Crew would also constitute a removal from class.  
Classroom Procedures

Grading:  Students will be provided with an “assessment wheel.”  This document is designed to help students track their scores.  This document is subject to change and will most likely have additions during the year.  Assignments are varied in nature and will ask students to read, write, think critically and respond creatively.  Grading scales on percentages do not accurately reflect what students have learned and are able to do as a result of class work.  I will use rubrics on a four point scale assess work.  Each assignment will have a unique rubric based on the following four-point scale: 4=exceeds expectations (A-B), 3=meets expectations (C), 2=approaches expectation (D), 1=far below expectation.  Assignments, other than daily logs, that earn scores of 2 or 1, will need to be redone in order to meet standard.  At quarter and semester grading periods, students will have individual performance conferences with me to discuss their grade.  First quarter’s rubric has been attached.  These conferences give students the opportunity to have a voice in the evaluation process, set goals for improvement and show what they have learned.  Students will collect a variety of performance samples (assignments, quizzes, photos, letters) into a portfolio as evidence to support their case for their quarter/semester grade.  Assignments turned in late will not be accepted; it is important for leaders to complete work in a timely manner.
Daily Log: Students will track their own classroom participation each day using a daily log sheet.  They will provide a detailed description of their activities for the day as well as a personal rating of their contribution.  Points are deducted for off task work or poor time management.  Students who are absent are not able to get these points as they are not in class to participate.  Obviously, school-related absences are exempt from this.  Tardiness will also result in a point deduction per day; excessive tardiness will be handled through detention and referrals if necessary.
Computer use:  Using school district computers, including those in my classroom, is a privilege.  As a student, you need to operate the equipment responsibly and appropriately.  Damage to computers, computer systems or software, or theft of any materials will result in school discipline and fines to pay for repair or losses.  Playing games, listening to music or using the internet is prohibited unless permission has been granted.  Remember that these computers are not for personal use.  Any misuse of the computers will result in loss of these privileges.

Plagiarism:  Any form of cheating is considered a serious infraction.  If a student is caught cheating, he or she will receive a zero for the assignment as will the student whose paper was being used and a referral will be written.  A second infraction will result in removal from class.  If I catch you copying work from another class, I will notify that teacher and a referral will be written.  Basically, do your own work.

Electronic Devices: I realize that this class is different from many classes, and there are times during class when it will be necessary to use various electronic devices for communication or preparation of activities and events.  Students will need to learn when it is appropriate to have those out during class and when it is inappropriate as they can interrupt the learning process.  If students have electronic devices, I expect them to be turned off and out of sight for the entire class period unless we are using them for class purposes.  I expect students to be able to manage this responsibility, but I will take necessary action including confiscation, detention and referrals if necessary.
Discipline Procedure

Students who choose to disregard the classroom expectations will earn at least one of the following consequences: a verbal warning, parent contact, parent/teacher conference, detention, referral to the administration or expulsion from class.

Contact

I encourage you or your parents to communicate with your teachers at Kamiakin.  The use of the PowerSchool Parent Portal is an excellent way to get up-to-date information about grades and attendance.  If you don’t have your login and/or password, you can contact the office.  I can be reached by email at heather.atterberry@ksd.org or by phone at 509-222-5856.

(cut and return to the teacher)

Student name: ________________________________________

Date: _________________

I have read these expectations.  I understand how grades are calculated and how to get extra help.  I also understand that I choose my own behaviors and the resulting consequences, positive or negative.

As part of the curriculum, students will be watching Radio, a movie that is rated PG-13.  Please check a box below to give permission for your student to view the movie.

( I DO give my child permission

( I DO NOT give my child permission and request an alternate assignment
_______________________________________

__________________________________

Student signature





Parent signature

Parent(s):  Please provide an email address and/or the best telephone number where you can be contacted during the day:______________________________________________________________

They won't care how much you know until they know how much you care

