Mrs. Atterberry
English 1 Room 330

Course Description

This course is an introduction to high school English. It emphasizes basic concepts of composition and literature in order to prepare students for upper division courses. Passing the course is required for enrollment in English 3-4.

Classroom Expectations

Be prepared and ready to learn.  Be in your seat with your book out when the bell rings.  Bring your required tools to class everyday.  (Tools include: pen/pencil, paper, book, textbook, notebook, etc.)
Respect yourself and others.  Use language that is appropriate for school.  Treat others as you would like to be treated.
Follow school and classroom etiquette.  Be courteous and polite.  Take turns, say please and thank you.
Do your personal best everyday.  Participate actively and cooperate.  Complete work neatly and turn it in on time.
Classroom Procedures
Attendance and make-up work:  Students are encouraged to be at school everyday, but I do understand that absences will occur.  Students with excused absences will be given the number of days they were absent to make up the work.  A student who has an excused absence for two days, for example, has two days to complete the missed work.  Students who have an unexcused absence will not be allowed to complete the missed work.  It is also important to be to class on time each day.  Students will receive two free tardies each semester.  After those are used, students will receive detention for three and five tardies.  A discipline referral will be written at seven tardies.  Each tardy will also result in a point deduction from the SSR points.  (See SSR section for more information.)
Late work:  I understand that problems do occur and sometimes work is late.  At the same time, it is important that you are held accountable for turning your work in on time.  Late work will be accepted for no more than 50% credit.  You must label this work “late” when you place it in the box.

Computer use:  Using school district computers, including those in my classroom, is a privilege.  As a student, you need to operate the equipment responsibly and appropriately.  Damage to computers, computer systems or software, or theft of any materials will result in school discipline and fines to pay for repair or losses.  Playing games, listening to music or using the internet is prohibited unless permission has been granted.  Remember that these computers are not for personal use.  Any misuse of the computers will result in loss of these privileges.

Plagiarism:  Plagiarism is a fancy word for cheating.  Any form of cheating is considered a serious infraction.  If any students is caught cheating, he or she will receive a zero for the assignment as will the student whose paper was being used and a referral will be written.  A second infraction will result in removal from class.  If I catch you copying work from another class, I will notify that teacher and a referral will be written.  Basically, do your own work.
Assignments:  All daily assignments should be completed legibly in blue or black ink.  Writing assignments, excluding in-class assignments, should be typed.  There are computers available for your use both in labs and the library.  Students can also make arrangements to use the computers in my room during lunch, before school or after school.  Please be aware that excuses like “my printer is out of ink” or “my disk won’t work” will not be accepted.

SSR:  All English classes at Kamiakin start class with 10 to 15 minutes of SSR (silent sustained reading).  During this time, students are expected to read a book for pleasure that they bring to class each day.  Students will receive two points for each day for SSR.  Failure to bring his or her book to class or wasting reading time will result in a loss of one point for each infraction.  Entering class tardy is also a deduction of one point.  Students who are absent cannot receive those two points as they were not in class to participate.

Electronic Devices: Electronic devices (cell phones, MP3 players, iPods, CD players, etc.) are not permitted in my classroom as they interrupt the learning process.  If students have electronic devices, I expect them to be turned off and out of sight for the entire class period.  If I see a student has a device or a phone rings during class, it will be confiscated until the end of the day.  The phone will not be returned until a typed letter with proper formatting and few grammatical errors is presented to the teacher stating why it was so important for the student to have his or her phone out during class time.  This letter must also be signed by the student’s parent or guardian.  If this occurs a second time, the phone will again be confiscated and turned into the office with a referral for a parent to retrieve.
Grading Process

Assignments, papers and readings will be assigned a point value based on the assignment’s length and difficulty.  Your grade will be based on the percentage of points that you earn.  Be aware that you will be expected to complete a comprehensive exam at the end of the semester that will be worth 10% of the final grade.  Students are encouraged to use PowerSchool, the online grade program, to check for current grades and missing assignments.  Descriptions of the assignments can be found by clicking on the blue links.  It is important for students to understand that grading assignments does take time, but I will usually update grades on a weekly basis.
The grading scale is as follows:

	100-93 = A
	86-83 = B
	76-73 = C
	62-60 = D-

	92-90 = A-
	82-80 = B-
	72-70 = C-
	Below 59 = F

	89-87 = B+
	79-77 = C+
	69-63 = D
	


Discipline Procedure
Students who choose to disregard the classroom expectations will earn at least one of the following consequences: a verbal warning, parent contact, parent/teacher conference, detention, referral to the administration or expulsion from class.

Extra Help?

I am more than willing to provide extra assistance to students who are struggling.  I am usually available before school, after school and at lunch.
Tentative Course Units – This is subject to change!
UNIT I: Short Stories

Text: Elements of Literature


Key terms/concepts: plot, conflict, theme, setting, characterization, irony

UNIT II: Poetry

Text: Elements of Literature

Key terms/concepts: figurative language, musical devices, imagery

UNIT III: The Epic

Text: The Odyssey in Elements of Literature

Key terms/concepts: epic form, mythology, journey literature, hero concept

UNIT IV: The Novel

Text: Tunes for Bears to Dance to by Robert Cormier and/or Night by Elie Wiesel

Key terms/concepts: review of elements of a story, theme, characterization, ton

UNIT V: Research
Students will select and research a topic that relates to the quarter’s readings.  Using a variety of sources and MLA documentation, students will prepare a research paper of a minimum of three pages.  Students will also create and present a short PowerPoint presentation using about the information they learned.

Contact

I encourage you or your parents to communicate with your teachers at Kamiakin.  The use of the PowerSchool Parent Portal is an excellent way to get up-to-date information about grades and attendance.  If you don’t have your login and/or password, you can contact the office.  I can be reached by email at heather.atterberry@ksd.org or through the school’s main telephone number.

(cut and return to the teacher)

Student name: ________________________________________

Date: _________________

I have read these expectations.  I understand how grades are calculated and how to get extra help.  I also understand that I choose my own behaviors and the resulting consequences, positive or negative.

_______________________________________

__________________________________

Student signature





Parent signature

Parent(s):  Please provide an email address and/or the best telephone number where you can be contacted during the day:______________________________________________________________

Be the change you want to see in the world.  -Gandhi


