AP English Language and Composition
Mrs. Atterberry Room 330
Course Overview & Goals:

“An AP course in English Language and Composition engages students in becoming skilled readers of prose written in a variety of periods, disciplines and rhetorical contexts, and in becoming skilled writers who compose for a variety of purposes.  Both their writing and their reading should make students aware of the interactions among a writer’s purpose, audience expectations and subjects” (The College Board).
According to the most current course description, there is a wide variety of goals for this class.

· Students will be able to read rich, complex texts with understanding on a variety of subjects.

· Students will be able to read and analyze an author’s use of rhetorical strategies and techniques and apply these techniques in their own original compositions.

· Students will be able to write in a variety of modes (expository, narrative, and argumentative) demonstrating an awareness of purpose and audience to communicate effectively with readers.

· Students will be able to use the steps of the writing process to develop compositions that demonstrate stylistic maturity.

· Students will be able to identify the purpose and evaluate the validity of sources used in researched papers.

· Students will be able to synthesize primary and secondary sources into an original composition using proper conventions, grammar and MLA documentation.

Classroom Expectations

Be prepared and ready to learn.  As juniors, I expect you to be prepared with your materials each day.  Your ability to contribute in class is based upon your preparedness for class.


Texts: One Hundred Great Essays by Robert Diyanni



      Assorted excerpts from other resources

Respect yourself and others.  Use language that is appropriate for school.  Treat others as you would like to be treated.  Be courteous and polite.  Take turns, say please and thank you.
Do your personal best everyday.  Participate actively and cooperate.  Everyone needs to do their part in contributing to sharing new knowledge and insights; we will learn more if we work together.
Classroom Procedures

Attendance and make-up work:  Students are encouraged to be at school everyday, especially for this class as it will be easy to get behind.  Students with excused absences will be given the number of days they were absent to make up the work.  A student who has an excused absence for two days, for example, has two days to complete the missed work.  Students who have an unexcused absence will not be allowed to complete the missed work.  Students will receive two free tardies each semester.  After those are used, students will receive detention for three and five tardies.  A discipline referral will be written at seven tardies.  

Late work: Late work is not acceptable!  It is my belief that accepting late assignments does not help prepare you for the realities of life.  Your college professors and future employers will not accept excuses for why the work is not done, neither will I.
Computer use:  Using school district computers, including those in my classroom, is a privilege.  As a student, you need to operate the equipment responsibly and appropriately.  Damage to computers, computer systems or software, or theft of any materials will result in school discipline and fines to pay for repair or losses.  Playing games, listening to music or using the internet is prohibited unless permission has been granted.  Remember that these computers are not for personal use.  Any misuse of the computers will result in loss of these privileges.

Plagiarism:  Plagiarism is a fancy word for cheating.  Any form of cheating is considered a serious infraction.  If any students is caught cheating, he or she will receive a zero for the assignment as will the student whose paper was being used and a referral will be written.  A second infraction will result in removal from class.  If I catch you copying work from another class, I will notify that teacher and a referral will be written.  Basically, do your own work.

Assignments:  All daily assignments should be completed legibly in blue or black ink.  Writing assignments, excluding in-class assignments, should be typed.  There are computers available for your use both in labs and the library.  Students can also make arrangements to use the computers in my room during lunch, before school or after school.  Please be aware that excuses like “my printer is out of ink” or “my disk won’t work” will not be accepted.

Electronic Devices: Electronic devices (cell phones, MP3 players, iPods, CD players, etc.) are not permitted in my classroom as they interrupt the learning process.  If students have electronic devices, I expect them to be turned off and out of sight for the entire class period.  If I see a student has a device or a phone rings during class, it will be confiscated until the end of the day.  The phone will not be returned until a typed letter with proper formatting and few grammatical errors is presented to the teacher stating why it was so important for the student to have his or her phone out during class time.  This letter must also be signed by the student’s parent or guardian.  If this occurs a second time, the phone will again be confiscated and turned into the office with a referral for a parent to retrieve.
Teaching Strategies:

SOAPS: (Informal writing) Students will review the SOAPS strategy used in the English classes and use this strategy to analyze prose and visual media.  This strategy is included in the “Pre-AP: Topics for AP Vertical Teams in English.”  This will be used as a way to analyze the wide variety of nonfiction reading for the course.
Rhetorical précis: (Informal writing) Students will use a rhetorical précis template to help outline the arguments being made in the work as well as the stylistic ways the author/artist chooses to communicate this message.
Assertion journal: (Informal writing) This will be used in a variety of ways.  Students will be given a quote, reading or a media image, and they must clearly explain the writer or artist’s assertion.  The student will then have to defend, challenge or qualify this assertion noting any complexities of the issue and identifying any possible objections to his or her point of view.

Formal writing assignments: Writing units will consist of various prewriting activities as well as revision activities during class.  Some essays will be started as in-class essays and others will begin with brainstorming activities.  Rough drafts will be revised by peers or the teacher as a way to get feedback before completing the final draft.  Formal feedback sessions will be held when students come and meet with me once each quarter to discuss one of their original compositions.  They will also be expected to sit down with a classmate and conference about original compositions using a peer editing/revision template.  Formal writing assignment topics will be based on the readings for the unit in which they are assigned.
Test preparation: In order to prepare for the AP test and SAT, students will be given released multiple choice and essay questions as practice.  The essays will be given in timed situations to simulate a test environment.

Vocabulary development: Vocabulary will be discussed in a number of ways, most generally from the context of reading.  We will do various activities including discussion of roots, glossary sheets and word of the day to incorporate these words into speaking and writing vocabularies.
Course Plan (by unit):
Each unit is divided into readings and texts that will be used, terms to be discussed and compositions to be completed by the student.  In each unit, an element of grammar/stylistic maturity will be discussed and is noted within the parentheses.  Readings will be enriched by selections from newspapers and magazines.
1.  Intro to Rhetoric, Argumentation and Visual Literacy
Readings/Texts: visual media including advertisements and political cartoons
Terms: rhetoric, argument, Aristotle, rhetorical triangle, canons, appeals
Writings: SOAPS, rhetorical précis, assertion journal (grammar review), create political cartoon

2. Research and Intro to Synthesis
Readings/Texts: nonfiction summer assignment
Terms: MLA documentation, citations
Writings: research paper, works cited document, sources notes, in-line citations


Research topic: topic stemming from student’s individual summer reading assignment
3.  Speeches/Editorials
Readings/Texts: “Speech to the Troops at Tilbury” Queen Elizabeth, “Gettysburg Address” Lincoln, “Speech on the Signing of the Treaty at Port Elliott” Chief Seattle, George W. Bush’s speech announcing war, “Liberty or Death” Henry, “Speech at the Virginia Convention” Jefferson, current speeches and editorials from local and national sources
Terms: structure of writing
Writings: SOAPS, rhetorical précis, assertion journal, editorial (parallelism), speech


Editorial topic: current local issue or event


Speech topic: As the candidate’s speechwriter, student’s will write a speech on a important issue during the upcoming presidential campaign.
4.  Politics

Readings/Texts: “Letter from a Birmingham Jail” MLK, “I Have a Dream” MLK, “Democracy for All?” Wilson, “Declaration of Independence” Jefferson, “Stem Cell Research: It’s About Life and Death, Not Politics” Prichard Ross, “Politics and the English Language” Orwell, “A Vindication of the Rights of Women” Wollstonecraft
Terms: fallacies, stock issues, review terms from Social/Current Issues
Writings: SOAPS, rhetorical précis, assertion journal, letter to editor, imitation exercises, argumentative paper (modifiers)


Letter to Editor topic: current political or social issue


Argumentative paper topic: revise expository paper from previous unit into an argument
5. Memoir
Readings/Texts: “Shooting an Elephant” Orwell, “Graduation” Angelou, “Learning to Read and Write” Douglass, “Learning to Read” Malcolm X, “Arriving at Perfection” Franklin, “Beauty: When the Other Dancer is the Self” Walker, “Truth or Consequences” Adams
Terms: close reading, stylistic elements, diction, syntax
Writings: SOAPS, rhetorical précis, assertion journal, memoir (subject/verb agreement)

Memoir topic: personal experience or event

6.  Nature
Readings/Texts: Isaac’s Storm, “Reading a River” Twain, “Living like Weasels” Dillard, “Nature” Emerson, “Why I Went into the Woods” Thoreau, “Death of a Moth” Wolff
Terms: schemes and tropes
Writings: SOAPS, rhetorical précis, assertion journal, travel essay (pronoun agreement)


Travel essay topic: an experience where you learned something while traveling
7.  Humor/Satire
Readings/Texts: “Modest Proposal” Swift, “Lost in the Kitchen” Barry, “Company Man” Goodman, “Portrait of an Ideal World” Mencken
Terms: comic devices, DIDLS
Writings: SOAPS, rhetorical précis, assertion journal, satire (sentence fluency), imitation exercise – students will write their own “modest proposal”

Satire Topic: students will write their own satire on a topic of their choice

8.  Social/Current Issues
Readings/Texts: “Road Warrior” Barry, “Into the Electronic Millennium” Birkerts, “Calculated Risks” Cole, “Marrying Absurd” Didion, “Naps” Holland, “Scrubbing in Maine” Enrenreich, “Arranging a Marriage in India” Nanda, “Peak Performance: Why Records Fall” Goleman, “Under the Spell” Acocella, “Can 35 Million Book Buyers Be Wrong?” Bloom, “Why McDonald’s Fries Taste So Good” Schlosser, released questions from College Board, Essay groups in Everything’s An Argument (topics include: body image, privacy and civil liberties after 9/11, Implications of Title IX), Essay groups from The Informed Argument (topics include education, free enterprise, environment)
Terms: Toulmin, syllogism, enthymemes, support, evidence, argumentative organization
Writings: SOAPS, rhetorical précis, assertion journal, Toulmin arguments, mini-debates, expository paper (sentence combining)


Expository paper topic: a current social issue of importance to the student
9. Race/Immigration
Readings/Texts: “Of Our Spiritual Striving” DuBois, “Just Walk on By: Black Men and Public Space” Staples, “On Being Black and Middle Class” Steele, “Two Ways to Belong in America” Mukherjee, “Campus Racism 101” Giovanni, essays from American National Identity section from An Informed Argument
Terms: review of terms from previous units
Writings: SOAPS, rhetorical précis, assertion journal, opinion paper (word choice), synthesis essay


Opinion paper topic: Student’s feelings of the current immigration reform


Synthesis essay topic: Immigration – Is America still a nation of immigrants?
10. Test Review
Readings/Texts: various released multiple choice and essay questions, various readings
Terms: Review of terms from previous units
Writings: SOAPS, rhetorical précis, assertion journal, various essays
13. Most Persuasive Argument/Citizenship Project
After the AP exam, students will complete a group project that requires them to use the skills they have acquired during the course.  The requirements of the project have yet to be determined.
Grading Process

Assignments, papers and readings will be assigned a point value based on the assignment’s length and difficulty.  Your grade will be based on the percentage of points that you earn.  Be aware that you will be expected to complete a comprehensive exam at the end of the semester that will be worth 10% of the final grade.  Students are encouraged to use PowerSchool, the online grade program, to check for current grades and missing assignments.  Descriptions of the assignments can be found by clicking on the blue links.  It is important for students to understand that grading assignments does take time, but I will usually update grades on a weekly basis.

The grading scale is as follows:

	100-93 = A
	86-83 = B
	76-73 = C
	62-60 = D-

	92-90 = A-
	82-80 = B-
	72-70 = C-
	Below 59 = F

	89-87 = B+
	79-77 = C+
	69-63 = D
	


Discipline Procedure

Students who choose to disregard the classroom expectations will earn at least one of the following consequences: a verbal warning, parent contact, parent/teacher conference, detention, referral to the administration or expulsion from class.

Extra Help?

I am more than willing to provide extra assistance to students who are struggling.  I am usually available before school, after school and at lunch.

Contact

I encourage you or your parents to communicate with your teachers at Kamiakin.  The use of the PowerSchool Parent Portal is an excellent way to get up-to-date information about grades and attendance.  If you don’t have your login and/or password, you can contact the office.  I can be reached by email at heather.atterberry@ksd.org or through the school’s main telephone number.
(cut and return to the teacher)

Student name: ________________________________________

Date: _________________

I have read these expectations.  I understand how grades are calculated and how to get extra help.  I also understand that I choose my own behaviors and the resulting consequences, positive or negative.

_______________________________________

__________________________________

Student signature





Parent signature

Parent(s):  Please provide an email address and/or the best telephone number where you can be contacted during the day:______________________________________________________________

Be the change you want to see in the world.  -Gandhi

